RESEARCH YOUR WATERSHED

Introduction / Bronx River / Size It Up

1. 
Open the regional watershed map and locate yours. Note it down. 

2. 
Open the USGS HUC Catalog and find your watershed. Note down its size and any other important features. You will need this for your final report. 

Caution: Watershed descriptions are not strict. The area that drains into the Bronx River, for instance is generally accepted by people who are working to restore the river to be about 60 square miles. But when you look up the Bronx River's HUC, it is described as 190 square miles. That's because the USGS includes a number of tributaries that lead not only into the Bronx River, but also into the Long Island Sound.

Introduction / Bronx River / History

3. 
Check the Web, your local library and, if you have one, your local historical society. Jot down and two or three interesting facts about the history of your watershed.

Introduction / Bronx River / Creature Feature 

4. 
Find a creature that depends on your watershed for habitat. Explain what part of its life cycle it spends in your watershed and how it uses your land and water. If it faces threats, note those down.

Introduction / Bronx River / Who’s Who 

5. 
Citizen groups, scientists and governmental organizations are active in your watershed. Track them down and jot down what types of work they do and their contact information so you can reach them for your final report.

Headwaters / Buildup / Dams 

6. 
See if you can find any large dams or other major civil engineering projects in your watershed. Note their environmental effects if they are affecting wildlife habitat.

Estuary / Grow Oxygen

7. Find out if you have salt marsh restoration project or another kind of planting project in your watershed that is designed to boost DO levels in your watershed.
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