WCS River on the Rise Research Guidance

Keep this document with your field notes.

After you complete the science-in-action strands, you will choose a final report topic. Already you may have some great ideas. 

But what form should your report take? 

Keep the following possibilities in mind. 

Report to a public meeting: Write your report as though you intend to present it at a public forum or to a local watershed citizens’ advisory committee. Assume that it will be used by citizens who want to better understand their watersheds and what should be done to protect and restore them. 

Advocate for a wild animal’s survival rights: Every watershed has a lot of wild animals depending on it for habitat. 

Show how the species depends on the watershed and the other members of the food web for its survival. Detail habitat threats and, if relevant, threats to the species. Be sure to end with suggestions about how the watershed can be managed to preserve the habitat requirements of your particular species.  

Investigate news: Did you find out something new in the course of gathering your field notes? Something about which you can find very little written information? 

Did you find, for instance, that vernal pools—which you will study in Headwaters--were doing better or worse than anyone realized? 

Did you discover that dissolved oxygen levels—which you will study in Estuary--are surprisingly low or high? 

Is runoff—the major topic of Midstream—an untold story near you? Gather your facts, back them up with solid science, and break some news.

Catch trends: Does your topic have something in common with watersheds elsewhere? The Internet lets you spot-check watersheds in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Europe, South America as well as all around North America. Choose another watershed in another region and compare it to yours. 

Feature a project: Did you come across a local watershed restoration project? You might find that you want to write a report on how people in your watershed are working on vernal pools, runoff or dissolved oxygen. 
Plan action: Do you see some clear ways that people can work on your chosen topic but are not? Can you develop a big-picture view of how you would like to change your watershed for the better? If you’re researching runoff, for instance, you might think your watershed needs an anti-littering campaign or more open space. Devise your own watershed action plan. 

Make research understandable: In the course of your research you may have come across some very interesting recent research. You understand it, but you think it might not be easy for others to grasp its significance. Tell the story in a way that people will find interesting. Talk to the authors of the article, if possible, or other scientists who can comment on the research and interpret the findings for a more general audience.

