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Three-toed Woodpecker

Scientific Name: Picoides tridactylus

Species clues:
Use the following information to guide you in scoring your species.

· Area: Home ranges for three-toed woodpeckers can range from 0.5km² to 2km² but varies according to the density of its favorite prey species, the spruce beetle.

· Habitat Use: Three-toed woodpeckers live mostly in boreal coniferous forests, but are specifically fond of recently burned areas where insects like spruce beetles reproduce and thrive.  They also rely on dead trees and cavities to build their nests.

· Vulnerability: Their numbers are mostly stable, but three-toed woodpeckers rely on regular burning of forests for their supply of food.  Logging practices typically decrease the regularity of burning.  

· Functionality:  Three-toed woodpeckers are an important control of insect populations, specifically the spruce beetle, which can cause extensive damage to pines, spruces, and other evergreen trees.   

· Socio-economic importance: As insectivores, three-toed woodpeckers are important for controlling the population of damaging insects like beetles.  Healthy forests rely on woodpeckers to protect their trees.
Links to check out: 

Listen to a woodpecker:  http://www.enature.com/audio/audio_hitlist.asp?familyID=237
�





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





�








_1045918931.doc
[image: image1.png]Adirondacks: a Livine Lanpscar







