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Snowshoe Hare

Scientific Name: Lepus americanus

Species clues:

Use the following information to guide you in scoring your species.

· Area:  A snowshoe hare’s home range is typically between 0.5km² and 1km².  

· Habitat Use:  Snowshoe hares live in open fields, swamps, bogs, and coniferous forests.  They are herbivores and feed on grasses, low shrubs, berries, bark, twigs, buds, flowers, and seedlings.  Snowshoe hares also have preferred paths throughout their ranges that they travel by called “roads.”  

· Vulnerability: Snowshoe hares have a high reproduction rate and are adapted to a variety of habitats.  For this reason, their populations are stable and they are not listed on any endangered species lists.

· Functionality:  Snowshoe hares are important to the ecology of their habitat.  They are herbivores, which means they disperse seeds from the berries they eat, control some plant growth, and are an important prey species for coyotes, wolves, bobcats, lynx, and foxes. 

· Socio-economic importance:  Snowshoe hares are sometimes hunted for their meat.  They are also an important prey species for animals that provide pelts for human use.  Sometimes, if their populations are too high, hares can damage trees and plants, but this is rare.
Links to check out:

Try looking up snowshoe hares on Animal Diversity Web:

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html
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