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Red-backed Salamander

Scientific Name: Plethodon cinereus

Species clues:

Use the following information to guide you in scoring your species.

· Area: Male red-backed salamanders defend territories where they can avoid competition for food and for mating purposes.  These territories are not any larger than 0.05km².

· Habitat Use: Without any lungs, red-backed salamanders need constant moisture on their skin in order to breathe.  However, they do live on land in the leaf letter of deciduous forests and under rocks and logs.  They also need wet areas in order to successfully breed.

· Vulnerability: Because they breathe through their skin and rely on moisture in soil, red-backed salamanders are very sensitive to pH levels and anything that causes erosion or loss of moisture.  Acid rain and droughts are threats to this species, but currently it is quite common throughout its range.

· Functionality:  Red-backed salamanders are important species in controlling insect populations.  They are also an important prey species for animals like birds, skunks, snakes, raccoons, and opossums.

· Socio-economic importance: Red-backed salamanders eat insects that many people consider to be pests.

Links to check out:

Look for red-backed salamanders on Animal Diversity Web:

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html
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