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Moose

Scientific Name: Alces alces

Species clues:

Use the following information to guide you in scoring your species.

· Area:  Moose home ranges are typically between 10km² and 20km² and are predominantly stable throughout the year.

· Habitat Use:  Moose live in colder areas of North America and Europe.  They prefer large, forested areas with ponds, rivers, and lakes to feed and cool off in during the summer.  They eat twigs, bark, and roots in huge amounts.

· Vulnerability:  Moose populations throughout North America are relatively stable despite hunting and some logging.  They are not listed on any endangered species lists.

· Functionality:  Moose eat large amounts of plant material and can have an effect on their surrounding area, specifically plant composition.  Their large size and ability to run or defend themselves makes them a very tough prey species, although wolves, grizzly bears, and black bears sometimes prey on sick or young moose. 

· Socio-economic importance:  In many areas where moose live, they can create a problem on roadways.  Moose like to lick salt off the sides of the road during winter and spring months, and are often hit by cars.  Because of their large size, significant damage is often done to the cars.  Moose are also hunted regularly.  High populations can also damage young forests that are planted by foresters and restorationists.

One link to check out: 

New York State Department Environmental Conservation:
http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wildlife/wilddiv/mooser99.htm
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