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Fisher
Scientific Name: Martes pennanti

Species Clues:

Use the following information to guide you in scoring your species.

· Area: The home range of the fisher varies according to habitat type and prey availability but generally they are between 15km² and 35km².  A male fisher’s home range is usually larger and may overlap with females, but males are often aggressive toward each other.

· Habitat Use:  Fishers use a variety of habitats including dense conifer and deciduous forests.  They raise their young in tall hollow trees called “snags” and often have several dense and burrows within their range.

· Vulnerability:  Fishers need large areas of older forests, so logging can have an adverse affect on their population levels.  However, they are found throughout North America and are not listed on any endangered species lists.  

· Functionality: Fishers are important predators throughout their range.  They feed on birds, reptiles, fish, and mammals.  They are one of the only predators know to attack and feed on porcupines, which are their favorite prey.  

· Socio-economic importance:  Because porcupines can damage trees if their population goes unchecked, the fisher is an important species in the forest community.  They also were formerly hunted for their pelts.

Links to check out: 

Department of Environmental Conservation: The Fisher in New York:  http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wildlife/wildgame/fisherinny.htm
Try looking up the fisher in the Animal Diversity Web:

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html
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