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Common Loon

Scientific Name: Gavia immer

Species clues:

Use the following information to guide you in scoring your species.
· Area: During breeding season, common loon pairs need about 0.24km² to 0.81km² of habitat to support themselves and their young.  After September, when they migrate to wintering grounds, they typically defend feeding areas as small as 0.05km².

· Habitat Use: Loons breed in pairs on freshwater lakes and ponds.  They build their nests along shorelines in discrete locations such as islands and inlets using vegetation.  During the winter, they migrate to coastal marine areas.

· Vulnerability:  Loons are sensitive to the loud noises and water disturbance that accompanies human recreation on lakes.  They also have been affected by pollution in the form of oil spills, and acid rain that increases the ingestion of chemicals throughout the food chain.  Loons are not currently hunted in North America.

· Functionality: Loons eat a moderate amount of fish in their own and surrounding lakes.  

· Socio-economic importance: Loons are a food source for some Native Americans in North America, but generally are not hunted.  They are a beautiful species popular among bird-watchers.  

Links to check out: 

Adirondack Cooperative Loon Program: http://www.adkscience.org/loons/
Hear a loon yodel: www.adkscience.org/loons/vocalizations.htm
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