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Black-throated Blue Warbler
Scientific Name: Dendroica caerulescens

Species clues:

Use the following information to guide you in scoring your species.
· Area:  The black-throated blue warblers’ home range varies according to habitat health and food availability but generally covers about 2.5 hectares (0.025km²).  

· Habitat Use:  Black-throated blue warblers live in a variety of habitats from woodlands to rural areas that have been modified by human activity.  They nest in medium-height trees and shrubs in the forest and use bark and twigs to make their cup-shaped nests.  

· Vulnerability:  Since they can live in various habitats and most of their breeding grounds are untouched, black-throated blue warblers have relatively stable populations.  They are not listed on any endangered species list.  Their population may be slightly affected by weather patterns such as El Niño, which can change the air currents they rely on for migration.

· Functionality:  Black-throated blue warblers eat mostly insects such as moths, caterpillars, beetles, and flies.  They also will eat fruits and seeds in small amounts, but are more likely to be found catching flies during the summer.

· Socio-economic importance:  Because they eat pest insects such as caterpillars and moths, these warblers are important contributors to forest health throughout their summer range.  Black-throated blue warblers are also a popular species for birders and ornithologists because of their wide-range and approachability.
One link to check out: 

Hear the black-throated blue warbler’s song:

http://www.mbr-pwrc.usgs.gov/id/framlst/i6540id.html
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