[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.png]




Black Bear

Scientific Name: Ursus americanus

Species Clues:

Using the following information to guide you in scoring your species.

· Area: Black bear ranges vary considerably based on types of habitat, food availability, and sex of the animal.  Males typically have larger ranges to increase their chances of mating with several females.  A male black bear range can be anywhere from 20km² to 155km² while female ranges are somewhere between 3km² to 80km².

· Habitat Use:  Since black bears can be found all throughout the United States and Canada, they have different needs in different areas.  Adirondack black bears live in mixed coniferous and deciduous forests, but rely on heavy understory growth for food sources such as berries, fruits, nuts, and seeds.  Black bears also need rocky crevices or hollow trees to make dens for hibernating.  

· Vulnerability: While populations remain relatively high, black bears are hunted throughout their ranges – legally and illegally.  They are also vulnerable to habitat loss through logging, burning, and agriculture.

· Functionality: Black bears eat a wide variety of fruits, seeds, and nuts.  They also eat insects, fish, and both small and large mammals.

· Socio-economic importance: Black bears have a large range that sometimes includes areas of farmland where cattle, sheep, and other livestock may be easy prey.  Agricultural areas also provide easy sources of fruit and berries.  Somewhere around 30,000 black bears are hunted every year in North America despite the lack of a market for their pelts or meat.
Links to check out: 

New York Conservation Officers Association, Inc. Bears of the Adirondacks: http://www.nycoa.org/nycoabearpage.htm
Try looking up black bears on Animal Diversity Web:

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html
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