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American Marten

(also known as the pine marten)

Scientific Name: Martes americana

Species Clues:

Use the following information to guide you in scoring your species.

· Area: The home range size of the American Marten varies considerably depending on the quality of the habitat, the availability of food, the season, and the sex of the animal. Home range sizes have been known to vary from as little as 1 km2 to as much as 10 km2, with males having larger home ranges than females.

· Habitat Use: Martens need old dense forest, preferably coniferous. They den in hollow trees, stumps, and fallen logs and therefore need not only forest, but forest that still has its complex understory. They rarely cross open spaces.

· Vulnerability: Any activity that disturbs the complex understory of the forest or creates open spaces is a serious threat to marten.  Such activities include logging, burning, and road building. Martens have been hunted in the past for their pelts, a less common threat today. 

· Functionality: Marten eat a variety of things including small mammals and seeds.  

· Socio-economic importance: Marten pelts can be worth as much as $100 each. Martens kill small game species, like squirrels. The presence of martens is a good indicator of the health of an ecosystem. Martens are cute.

Links to check out: 

Department of Environmental Conservation: The Mysterious Marten: http://www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dpae/cons/pinemart.html
Try looking up the marten in the Animal Diversity Web:

http://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html
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